
Unlocking Your Career Potential: Next Steps After Your CDA!
Child Development Associate



https://nhsa.app.box.com/s/3p8rf9jlle3wsyobp8r0fyk2vnojiid4/file/1061988300177
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The Academy at NHSA
CDA Pathways

https://nhsa.org/academy/cda-training-pathways/


Child Development Associate Course

Currently, 

● Almost 835 teachers registered for our CDA 
courses (live cohort and on-demand).

● Over 500 teachers completed the CDA course 
and received their credential or are in the 
process to obtain their CDA credential.



Our CDA Graduates on the map!

Join our 5-star CDA 
course today!



Amy Hernandez Jessica Cartagena Shameika Chittams Evelyn Wilson



Lamar Johnson Jennifer Wolfe Ivonne Ruiz Aguilar



Register NOW!

CDA Training Pathways

Zuly Vazquez
Senior Manager of 
Online Professional 

Development 
cda@nhsa.org



    
 Katrina Davis-Darnell is a passionate higher education professional with 
15+ years of supporting Head Start and PK-12 entities. She manages 
education partnerships at the National University in their Workforce and 
Community Education division. In her role, she develops and leads 
education solution projects that support making professional development 
affordable and accessible for K-12 professionals seeking to achieve their 
career ambitions through National University offerings.
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Head Start Promise Pathway
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UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE 4:
ECE STEAM Integration

8 courses; 4.5 credits per course 
Total 36 credits
ECE 420 Nature, Numbers, & Technology 

MTH 209A Fundamentals of Mathematics I

BIO 100 Survey of Bioscience

BIO 100A Survey of Bioscience Lab

COH 100 Personal Health

ECE 435 Music, Movement, Drama, Dance

MUS 327 World Music

THR 200 Theater Arts

ART 200 Visual Arts
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UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE 5:
Fostering ECE Leaders

***Potential PLE for SEL or NHSA supervisor coursework. TBD. 

8 courses; 4.5 credits per course 
Total 36 credits
***ECE 466 Planning Physical Environments

ECE 445 Strategies: Guiding Behaviors

PSYC 301 Child Development

SOC 350 Cultural Diversity

ECE 443 Children With Special Needs

ECE 460 Program Administration

ECE 461 Leadership & Supervision

ECE 450 Academic Seminar/Field Experience
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FIELDWORK:

• All ECE courses have a field work experience 
component 
 

• Fieldwork must be in an approved setting, 
defined as working with children from birth to 
age 5 in an inclusive general education setting

• Recommended settings are Early Head Start 
and Head Start
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Tuition Structure: 

Cert 1: $525
Cert 2: 840
Cert 3: 840
Cert 4: 840
Cert 5: 840
= $3885

● There are five certificates and each takes eight months to 
complete. 40 month total length for the program.

● $880 per course (or $7,040 per certificate) with a total estimated 
cost: $35,200

● If a student qualifies for a 100% Pell Grant, each certificate is $0 
out of pocket. 

*These costs are current as of January 2023 and subject to change without notice.
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Visit Website: 
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● Call: (619) 457-2622
● Email: kdavisdarnell@nu.edu
● Schedule Meeting: 

calendly.com/kdavisdarnell

Meet with Katrina

mailto:kdavisdarnell@nu.edu



